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Redeemed Individuals and 
a Reformed Society 


Can an unregenerate world order be redeemed 
without a work of regeneration in the individual 
hearts of those who make up society? 


Can non-Christians be educated to act like 
Christians? Can the influence of Christianity 
permeate society so that the social order itself 
becomes Christian? Admitting the secondary 
and accompanying effects of Christianity, is it 
possible for these to transform the world? Are 
the moral and ethical implications of Christian- 
ity sufficient to reform the world without the 
work of personal redemption Christ wrought 
out on Calvary? Can there be a Christian 
dynamic without a personal relationship with 
the One from whom that dynamic flows? 


These are not mere academic questions for 
on how we answer them will hinge our attitude 
to the world, to life and to the Gospel itself. 


First of all let it be affirmed that the influence 
of Christianity is responsible for most of the 
social and moral advances in the world, — the 
abolition of slavery, the elevation of the status 
of women, the sense of responsibility to care for 
the sick and the unfortunate, the political free- 
doms which have brought in their wake im- 
proved standards of living and a deepened sense 
of social responsibility on the part of many. 


Does this not then answer the questions pro- 
pounded? Is it not evident for all to see that 
what the world needs is the influence of Chris- 
tianity and that a new and better world order 
will come with the broadening and deepening 


emphasis on the Christian ethic as a way of 
life? 


The answer to this may be as follows: The 
deepened social consciousness and improved 
social conditions are the fruit of Christianity, 
not its root. Furthermore, when one becomes 
enamoured with reforms, looking at them as 
an end within themselves, one is but a step 
from thinking that man can live by bread alone. 
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One of the weaknesses of a certain form of 
Christianity has been its lack of any large de- 
gree of social consciousness while an equally 
unfortunate extreme of the theological left has 
been to equate Christianity with social change 
and to use governmental and other secular or- 
ganizations as agents of the Church. In so do- 
ing the concern has been to make the prodigal 
comfortable in the far country rather than to 
point him back to the Father through the Son. 


Unquestionably genuine social awareness be- 
comes a characteristic of regenerated men. But 
a true Christian knows that his fellow man 
needs Christ as Saviour and gives this emphasis 
its rightful priority. Where the two philosophies 
clash is in the matter of both sequence and 
priority. We have met some individuals who 
seem to equate Christianity with racial inte- 
gration whereas we believe that true Christianity 
breaks down prejudice but honors racial integ- 
rity, letting social relationships find their an- 
swers in Christ, not in a man-made program. 


Furthermore, one could envision the elimina- 
tion of every social, economic, racial and politi- 
cal problem and yet find this world beset with 
every sin stemming from the unregenerate hu- 
man heart — pride, hate, dishonesty, lust, self- 
ishness, etc., etc. Only the heart transformed 
by the Holy Spirit and cleansed by the blood 
shed on Calvary can find itself freed from sin. 
Christ tells us that faith in Him makes us “salt” 
and “light.” Christians preserve the social order, 
and they point the way to the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world. 


We are attracted by the fruits of the Spirit, 
showing forth in the lives of the redeemed, but 
let us never forget that they are the result of 
a work of individual and personal regeneration, 
an exercise of human faith and an act of divine 
redemption whereby an individual becomes 4 
new creature in Christ. 


One who attempted to build a house without 
laying a foundation would be laughed at; a man 
who looked for fruit on a rootless tree would 
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be considered foolish. But what about looking 
for the fruits of regeneration from those who 
have had no personal experience with Christ? 
What about building a society without Christ 
as the only foundation for those who comprise 
that society? What about giving reformation 
priority over regeneration? 


In our immediately past generation it was 
popular to look on the ills of mankind as the 
result of unfortunate circumstances, ignorance, 
social mal-adjustments, etc. Most of us now 
know that the root of the trouble is sin in the 
human heart and we also know that there is 
but one answer to the sin problem—the redemp- 
tive work of the Son of God. 


Every Christian owes it to himself and to 
others to have a deep social consciousness. But 
he also owes it to all concerned to have a deep 
sin consciousness and to point men to the 
Redeemer who came to give life and to give it 
more abundantly. Only those who are alive 
from the dead through faith in the living Christ 
can make any lasting contribution to this life 
or point with confidence to the life to come. 


—L.N.B. 





The Efforts of the New York 
Crusade Will Live On 
and Grow 


New York with its teeming millions has been 
touched with the Gospel message as never be- 
fore. Numerous secular writers have mentioned 
the fact that for the first time in generations 
there has been an awareness of God on the part 
of the man in the street. 


Billy Graham’s New York Crusade was cli- 
maxed by a meeting in Times Square where 


200,000 heard a simple presentation of the claims 
of Christ. 


Over 56,000 people made a public decision 
during the Garden meetings. Some of these 
were rededications, the majority were accepting 
Christ for the first time. These are babes in 
the faith and need the prayers of God’s people. 
Some of the conversions have been spectacular 
in the extreme, others the culmination of a 
faith which has been developing with the years. 


An intensive follow-up program is now in 
progress and in October this will be augmented 


by four days of visitation evangelism to be 
carried on by the participating churches. 


In answer to the prayers of God’s people 
He has done a marvelous thing in New York. 
The maximum effect of the Crusade will be 
felt as the years go on but this side of eternity 
its full impact will never be known. Already 
new Christians are witnessing for their Lord 
and some are beginning special training to 
equip them for specialized Christian service. 
From all over the country stories have come in 
of the tremendous impact of the 15 televised 
programs. 


These have been sixteen epoch-making weeks 
and we have seen only the beginning. 


To God be all the glory. 
—The Editor. 





Not Without a Witness 


“Nevertheless he left not himself 
without witness.” Acts 14:17. 


It was only a year ago that we attended one 
of the world’s best known churches, a place 
where for years liberal Christianity has been 
preached at its most liberal extreme. On that 
particular Sunday a guest minister was preach- 
ing. It was one of the most disappointing ser- 
mons we have ever heard, the subject being 
“beauty” and the congregation was admonished 
to look on that which is lovely in nature and 
read that which is good in literature and in 
due time we too will become lovely and good. 


A year has passed and we again visit the 
same church because we are intrigued by the 
topic advertised in the papers: “Religion or 
Jesus Christ” and by the fact that the preacher 
is an erstwhile liberal from abroad. 


Something more than an hour later we went 
away with that exalted and exultant feeling 
which comes from seeing Jesus Christ lifted 
up in all of His beauty and power. The Scrip- 
ture reading was John 1:19-34 and the text: 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” 


The minister began by telling of his recent 
visit to the “prayer room” in the United Nations 
building and described the curtained walls, the 
flowers and the silence of the room and then 
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asked. ‘Are these things enough? Is the hope 
of the world to be found in them?” “Is it re- 
ligion that man needs, or Jesus Christ and the 
religion He represents?” 

From this beginning he made it plain that 
only Christ reveals God and that only Christ 
leads to the Christian God. There are contra- 
dictions in nature, in history, in conscience, only 
Christ reveals God as He is. 


What the world needs is to see Christ lifted 
up. “And I, if I be lifted up will draw all men 
unto me.” Men do not need religion, they need 
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins 
of the world. 


Man needs the confidence which Christ 


brings. It is through him that faith to remove 
mountains is given. 


Man needs the conscience which Christ alone 
gives, conscience to face the ills of society and 
meet them in His name. 


But most of all man needs Christ the Saviour 
from sin. “There was a time when men spoke 
of sin as merely growing pains. Times have 
changed and we now know sin is a deadly can- 
cer. We cry out, ‘Who shall deliver us from 
this death?’ Shall it be education? We know 
that is useless. Shall it be social reform? We 
know that is temporary. Society may evolve to 


ever greater heights but sin rises to the same 
heights.” 


What can man say or do? “God be merciful 
to me a sinner” is his only cry and in answer 
there is this promise: “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 


the gift of God: not of works lest any man should 
boast.” 


From there he went on to show that it is 
not trusting Christ as a great example or as 
the great teacher, but as the Son of God, cruci- 


fied, dead and risen again — the one hope of 
the world. 


The question today is whether we shall choose 
religion or Jesus Christ. In choosing Him we 
are choosing the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sins of the world. 


Hearing this message from that particular 
pulpit was like tasting sweet cool water from 
an erstwhile salty stream. 

We Christians need to pray more for people 
and leave them to the work of the Holy Spirit. 
God is working today in unexpected places. 
While it is true that one often hears messages 
which fail to exalt Christ and which come short 
of the Gospel, here and there our souls are 
stirred as we hear a new voice taking up the 
message of the old Gospel. How true it is that 


when Christ is lifted up He draws men to him- 
self. 


Take courage. God has not left himself with- 
out witness. 


—L.N.B. 





Christ’s Work for Us 


According to the Standards of our Church. 


Certain teachers throw off on the doctrine o| 
the work of Christ taught in our Standards as 
though these set forth only one aspect of His 
work. Then the critic proposes to set forth 
from his survey of history an alleged fuller and 
richer doctrine. The method ends by the afore. 
said critic reflecting upon the Church’s doctrine 
and then recommending other books which car- 
ry this process of opposing the Church’s teach- 
ing further. One fears that the results will be 
detrimental to the faith of many students and 
to the glory of God and the salvation of sinners 
which is wrought by the proclamation of the 
substitutionary atonement set forth in the 
Church’s Creed. Without attempting a full 
answer in a brief editorial, we want to question 
here the primary premise. The confessional doc- 
trine is not a single narrow statement, but re- 
markably rich, full and biblical considering the 
brief compass in which it is set forth. Take the 
Larger Catechism answer 36 through 57 and 
see for yourself how profuse the teaching is. 


A current emphasis is upon Christ as victor, 
triumphing over all the forces which oppose and 
enslave His people. The Larger Catechism 
teaches that He “conquers all their enemies”, 38 
“restraining and conquering all their enemies 
and powerfully ordering all things for His own 
glory and their good”, 45 “having also con- 
flicted with the terrors of death and the powers 
of darkness”, 49 “to have vanquished death and 
him that had the power of it, and to be the Lord 
of quick and dead support against 
enemies” 52, “triumphing over enemies , 
to receive gifts for men”, 53 “defend His church 
and subdue their enemies,” 54 “answering all 
accusations against them,” 55. 


Again, we are being told that the risen, 
living Christ is the Revealer, Who speaks His 
own Word through the proclamation of His 
Church for the salvation of men. Our Confes- 
sion states that God is the author of Scripture 
and that our persuasion of its divine authority 
comes from the inward work of the Holy Spirit 
by and with the word in our hearts. The cate- 
chisms tell us that the word means the reading 
but especially the preaching thereon. Further, 
they state that Christ is now executing His 
work of a prophet in revealing to us by His 
Word and Spirit the will of God for our salva- 
tion. The Book of Church Order says that 
since His ascension He is present with the 
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Church by His Word and Spirit applying the 
benefits of all His offices by the Holy Spirit. 


In reference to the atonement, in addition 
to what is noted above, Christ is described as 
our priest, our sacrifice Who made propitiation 
for our sins, Rom. 3.25-26 cited under C. of F. 
VIIL.5, Who satisfied the justice of His father 
for us, Who thereby reconciled us to God, by 
feeling and bearing the weight of God’s wrath, 
Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect bringing 
them out of an estate of condemnation and into 
an estate of salvation, and in making continual 
intercession for them. Here we have the several 
biblical representations of the priest and the 
sacrifice drawn from the worship of God, re- 
demption or deliverance by the payment of a 
price drawn from the market place, reconcilia- 
tion taken from the experiences of war and 
peace, satisfaction by obedience and enduring 
of a substituted penalty taken from the law 
courts, intercession from what went on before 
kings and potentates all together ap- 
plied to describe the work of our blessed Lord 
and Saviour for us. There are some five ques- 
tions on His humiliation bringing out the rich- 
ness and fullness of His identity and solidarity 
with us whom He graciously represented. Sup- 
pose we try to catch up with our Standards in 
our own preaching — with its richness and its 
fullness — before listening to the siren voices 
that reflect inaccurately upon these testimonies. 


—W.C.R. 





A Modern Centurion Speaks 
By George Burnham, News Editor 
Christianity Today Magazine 


NEW YORK CITY — People usually write 
growling letters to the editor about policemen. 


Conrad S. Jensen, Captain of one of New 
York’s roughest police precincts, the 23rd, 
switched the procedure. He wrote one to the 
editor of Life Magazine on the unlikely subject 
of Billy Graham and his critics. 


It was in answer to the views in Life of a 
theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr, and a practicing 
pastor, Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, Fifth Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church. 


Since the letter isn’t likely to see the light of 
print, unless it appears here, portions of it are 
quoted, as follows: 


“I am aware that my scholastic background, 
as compared to Mr. Niebuhr and Mr. Bonnell 
leaves me only a rung or two off the ground 
-. . because I am a policeman I encounter the 
danger of being put in the category of a ‘dumb 
cop’. Notwithstanding, I have no ulterior mo- 
tives and God knows my heart. 
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“Nineteen hundred years ago a Centurion (a 
police captain like myself, if you will allow this 
parallel) stood by the foot of the cross of Christ 
and made this statement: “Truly, this was the 
Son of God.’ 


“He had just witnessed the crime of all crimes. 
No doubt he was reluctant to carry out the 
order to crucify ‘this just person.’ Whether or 
not the centurion had time to reflect on the 
worth of this sacrifice and recognized it as a 
‘bargain,’ as Mr. Niebuhr puts it in his closing 
statement, I don’t know . . . Perhaps the cen- 
turion saw the peace of God in the face of the 
penitent thief and then looked at the other 
malefactor who refused a ‘bargain.’ However, 
both men came to a decision without the benefit 
of ‘Christian historical scholarship.’ 


“It has been my experience to witness the 
‘Gospel’ of some of those taught by Mr. Niebuhr. 
The message is mostly ‘birth control’ and ‘rent 
control...’ 


“When Mr. Niebuhr calls the Gospel preached 
by Billy Graham a bargain, he must realize there 
will come a time when he will have to justify 
this remark. Jesus also had His critics—His 
greatest being the intellectual, religious, self- 
righteous Pharisee, who, no doubt, had a lot of 
‘historical scholarship.’ 


“Throughout Mr. Niebuhr’s views, he refers 
to the fact that Billy Graham’s approach is ‘too 
simple,’ ‘less complicated,’ ‘over-simplified’ and 
‘uncomplex.’ 


“If America ever needed something simple 
and uncomplex, it is now . . . The vitals of Amer- 
ica are being chewed out by plain ordinary sin 
and lawlessness. 


“It is easy to understand how Mr. Niebuhr 
has difficulty with the simplicity of Christ. 
Nicodemus, a religious ruler of his time, asked 
Jesus, ‘How can these things be?’ He tripped 
over his historical scholarship and fell flat on 
his face when Jesus said, in simple words, ‘Ye 
must be born again.’ 


“God establishes His word by picturing for 
us the attitude of some people when they hear 
the Gospel. ‘For the preaching of the cross is 
to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God.’ When 
Mr. Niebuhr puts the Gospel of Christ, faith- 
fully proclaimed by Billy Graham, into the 
basement with other bargains, close-outs and 
items reduced for clearance, I believe he verifies 
the verse above. 


“Apparently, man will ever labor to put God 
into a pattern that fits his miserable, finite, in- 
adequate intellect. 


“I thank God that Jesus was not ‘marked 
down’ for my benefit, but was ‘sent down’ to 
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pay the price of my sinfulness. Also, I thank 
God that I am just foolish enough to believe 
that salvation comes by faith in the sinless Son 
of God. As long as Billy Graham preaches the 
‘Unsearchable riches of Christ’ I shall pray for 
him and those that labor with him.” 


Lots of folks probably will disagree with 
Captain Jensen. They can tell him so most 
any day at the 25rd precinct headquarters. It 
will be easy to spot him. He is the big, tough- 
looking fellow in charge. 





A Tragedy in the Making 


By George Burnham 
News Editor Christianity Today Magazine 


NEW YORK CITY — Marlon Brando is 
planning to produce a film about a handsome 
young evangelist who takes the nation by storm. 


In Brando’s picture the evangelist holds big 
rallies in giant arenas and collects a fortune. 
He keeps all the loot and invests it in rackets. 
The role has been offered to Errol Flynn, who 
reportedly seems fascinated by it 


It is conceivable that Brando might be plan- 
ning a take-off on Billy Graham, since he is 
the only current evangelist who has taken the 
nation by storm. 


To keep the plot from going to pot, and to 
add the authentic touch of Hollywood realism, 

srando might have his research department get 
in touch with George Champion, President of 
the Chase Manhattan Bank in New York. He 
handles all of the collections and disbursements 
of Graham’s New York Crusade. 


To date, after three months of exhaustive 
preaching, the evangelist has received exactly 
nothing. When the Campaign ends on Septem- 
ber 1, the total will have climbed to five cents 
short of a nickel. 


Such research, however, might ruin the pic- 
ture. The Hollywood motto, in many cases, is 
“Forget the facts and tell the story.” 


It has been reported, printed and checked 
scores of times that Graham receives a salary 
from his own organization of $15,000 a year. 
He is such a soft touch that he usually has 
to borrow money to pay his income tax. A 
worthy cause will always find him digging and 
he runs into more of them accidentally than 
most folks do on purpose. Admire his tie and 
he will give it to you. He has a hard time play- 
ing golf because he keeps giving his clubs to 
friends who need them more. If money was 
his goal, Hollywood has repeatedly offered him 
a blank check for film rights to his life story. 


The casting of Errol Flynn to play the part 
is nothing short of genius. Such a muchly mar- 
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ried and harried playboy should bring a great 
amount of truth to the part. Quite a contrast 
with Billy and Ruth Graham, however, they 
have been married for over 15 years and still 
love each other. The courtship will never end. 
If she enters the room 15 times a day, he stands 
up 15 times a day. 


Recently, Graham was acclaimed as “Father 
of the year.” Flynn, with x-wives scattered in 
all directions, might be even more fascinated 
by this role. 


The tragedy of such a picture is that some 
of the public will believe it, even when the lie 
is told in cinemascope. 


Brando and Flynn should be warned, how- 


ever, not to try filming it during a thunder. 
storm. 


LETTERS PBS 


Shelby, N. C. 


“T do love the simple Children’s Page! The Jetts 
certainly do the talking.”’ 

















(Mrs.) Amanda Wilson 


Jackson, Tenn. 


August 13, 1957 
Gentlemen 


Please send me a half-dozen Testaments for 
Fishers Of Men. 


While writing, I want to tell you how very much 
I appreciate and enjoy the “Children’s Page” in 
the Journal. That is one of the first things I turn 
to when the Journal arrives. I wish every child 
everywhere could become acquainted with The 
Little Jetts. 


Sincerely, 
Mrs. A. S. Nettles 


McGUFFEY READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . the same type 
and binding. You can now purchase exact copies of 
these famous readers at the following price: 





First Reader - - $2.26 Fourth Reader - ~- $3.25 
Second Reader - - 2.50 Fifth Reader - - - 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.76 Sixth Reader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. S.P.9, Rowan, Iowa 
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TEACHER WANTED for Christian School. Wire 
or call W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, Virginia. 
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TIME CHECK — Dr. Charles T. Caldwell, 
Pastor Emeritus of First Presbyterian Church, 
Waco, Texas, checks the time on a new sun- 
dial which friends presented to Baylor's 
Armstrong-Browning Library in his honor. 
Dr. Caldwell was 92 years old Wednesday, 
August 7, 1957. 


Dr. Charles T. Caldwell is 92 years old today; 
54 of those years he has lived in Waco; 34 of 
those years he was active pastor of First Presby- 
terian Church, and since 1937 he has been pastor 
emeritus. 
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His birthday today will be quiet, but it will 
be started with the presentation of a sundial in 
Dr. Caldwell’s honor to the Armstrong-Brown- 
ing Library of Baylor University. The sundial 
is a gift of a group of personal friends of Dr. 
and Mrs. Caldwell of 206 North Thirtieth Street. 


The dial bears an appropriate quotation from 
the pen of the English poet, Robert Browning: 


“Grow old along with me; 
The best is yet to be.” 


The quotation is taken from “Rabbi Ben 
Ezra,” one of the best known of Browning’s 
poems. Dr. Caldwell has been a devotee of 
Browning’s works and was a friend of Dr. A. J. 
Armstrong, for many years head of the Baylor 
University English department and founder of 
the Baylor Browning collection. 


Dr. Caldwell also numbered among his inti- 
mate friends Dr. Samuel Palmer Brooks, presi- 
dent of Baylor, President Pat M. Neff, Dr. 
J. T. Harrington, Dr. Luther Weeks Courtney, 
and other Baylor officials and faculty members. 


Dr. Caldwell’s daughter, Millicent, now Mrs. 
E. L. Jones, is a graduate of Baylor University. 


The sundial has been accepted by Mrs. A. J. 
Armstrong, Browning collection director. 


“We are most pleased to have this lovely and 
significant sundial added to our grounds, and 
especially happy to have it honor the name of 
the beloved Dr. Charles T. Caldwell,” said Mrs. 
Armstrong in accepting the gift for Baylor.— 
The Waco News-Tribune. 





“Tell Me More About Heaven” 


By Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 


A man who had just lost a member of his 
family came to me with that question. It is a 
question that many ask, usually adding that 
“the Bible does not tell us much about Heaven.” 
They have a deep yearning to know more about 
Heaven, their future eternal home. This desire 
nearly always comes up when we lay our dear 
ones away. It is a blessed opportunity that 
the minister has to give comfort in the hour 
of sorrow—comfort which only our Christian 
faith affords. 


The Bible contains a great deal about heaven. 
In fact it is full of thoughts and suggestions 
about our eternal abode. Heaven is to last 
forever. It is the most important period of 
our existence and it would be strange if God 
did not tell us a great deal about it. He has 
done this in the only book He has written, 
the finality of which is heaven. 
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We can find out much about heaven by think- 
ing about God Himself, who prepares heaven. 
What sort of a God is He? A man prepares 
a home according to his ability, which includes 
his esthetic qualifications. God is qualified 
with a whole catalog of perfections in addition 
to His eternity and infinity and unchangeable- 
ness. He has the perfection of wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness and truth. Such a 
God would never prepare anything of a second 
rate. He is always at His best. He would not 
prepare a second best out of consideration for 
Himself as well as for His household. He has 
not prepared a shack; he is not running a room- 
ing house, but the best mansion He can pro- 
vide. We have a perfect God and His perfec- 
tions limit Him to the perfect. Therefore 
heaven will be the greatest expression of His 
wisdom, love, and power. 


Heaven is the last part of His eternal purpose 
—the purpose which He made before the foun- 
dation of the world. Before He created any- 
thing He had this purpose from first to last. 
Creation, redemption and eternity. After Christ 
Creation, redemption and eternity. After crea- 
tion Christ, the eternal Son of God changed 
His very mode of existence “God manifest in 
the flesh” in order to be our Redeemer and 
Mediator, and “continues to be both God and 
man forever.” 


With this in view we may be sure that God’s 
plan for His Son and the future will be on 
the most transcendant scale. And the place 
that He prepares for His elect family will be a 
suitable place for His Son, who is the head of 
that family, and our whole imagination leaps 
at the thought of what heaven will be for Christ 
and for us. It cannot be anything but the best 
that God Himself can do. Heaven therefore 
is a corollary of God’s person and we find Him 
telling us about heaven when He is telling us 
about Himself. And in the Old Testament when 
Abraham and Moses and others came into His 
presence they faced majesty and glory that is 
indescribable. God’s dwelling place is such. 


And when we consider the Person of Christ 
in the New Testament, what an array of 
corollaries we meet on every page: consider 
His miracles: what sort of heaven will He pre- 
pare? think of His parables: what sort of heaven 
will such perfect wisdom and love prepare? 
See Him in the transfiguration: what a glimpse 
of heaven we see. Consider Him on every occa- 
sion by day and night, in the wayside and on 
the sea; among friends and bitter foes; before 
Kings and Sanhedrin, Pilate and the mixed mob 
that crucified Him. Then see Him on the Cross 
and hear Him speak — what sort of heaven 
will the Son of God prepare? We see Him 
crowned with many crowns, with a Name above 
every name in earth and sky, with angels and 
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saints bowing before Him and all heaven agog 
with His honor and praise. This is but a glimpse 
of heaven. It is a garden of corollaries—“good 
and necessary conclusions” as we gaze on the 
Person of Christ. The Bible is full of Christ 
and Christ gives us our heaven. 


We are bound to conclude that heaven can- 
not be described in its fullness. It is beyond 
the best language that Christ Himself employed, 
and it is far beyond our capacities to understand 
even if there was a language to describe it. No 
eye can bear it, no ear can receive it, and no 
heart can imagine~it. We only have glorious 
glimpses of what we shall be, and we trust God 
for what we cannot understand and thank Him 
for the intimations that He has given us of 
the glory that shall be revealed. For God to 
flash the glories of heaven before us here would 
be much like showing a master painting to a 
baby, or setting before the baby a great feast. 
God is not so foolish. He cares for and pre- 
pares the baby for these great experiences that 
will be enjoyed in the hereafter. We cannot 
bear it now. We are being prepared by the in- 
tricate and manifold grace of God, and when all 
things are ready He will give the signal and we 
shall take our places in His banqueting hall and 
sing the heavenly doxology. 


One great fact is clear and secure—that our 
personality will be carried on into heaven. Our 
identity as individuals will be preserved. This 
is made clearer by the Holy Spirit telling us 
that “this corruptible must put on incorruption 
and this mortal must put on immortality,’ but 
that “every seed will have its own body.” We shall 
not be fish or fowl or animal. There is no evolu- 
tion of the body. There is no transmigration of 
personality. Christ remained on earth forty days 
after His resurrection for the purpose of showing 
by many “infallible proofs” that He had the same 
body after the resurrection that He had before 
His crucifixion and burial, and that He Himself 
was the same Christ. (See Luke 24:35-43.) This 
of course is a mystery, but our Christianity is a 
supernatural one and if we are to have a resur- 
rection of the body which can be recognized 
this must include a continuation of the person 
that resided in the body. A change would be 
absurd. 


I point you to three passages of Scripture: 

Luke 24:39. Here Christ Himself tells in 
clearest language that He is the same Christ 
that they knew. “Behold my hands and my 
feet that it is I myself; handle Me and see, 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye 
see Me have.” 

He was the same, yet changed. His body was 
the pattern of our glorious bodies. 


Another quotation from the Gospel, Mark 9:4. 
“And there.appeared unto them Elias with 
Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.” (See 
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also Matthew and Luke.) Moses and Elijah 
lived centuries apart but knew each other. So 
also Peter and the other disciples. 


I Cor. 15:15-38. “God giveth it a body as 
it hath pleased Him and to every seed his own 
body.” I take it that God is hard to please. 
This we deduce from what He has created. 
He was pleased with creation and said it was 
very good. And if God gives us back our bodies 
with certain changes, — if our bodies please 
Him, they certainly will please us.” Could we 
ask for more? 


There are other intimations of this same 
truth that heaven will be a place where we will 
know each other better when we are face to 
face. Now we know in part, then we shall know 
as we are known. The Bible tells us that 
there will be no tears nor sorrow nor pain 
nor sin. All of this has been wiped away 
by the power of Christ’s sacrifice and His resur- 
rection. We will be free from our troubles. The 
weary and heavy laden will be at rest. Those 
who have been wronged will see the wrongs 
righted; and the rough life will be explained 
and we will find an answer to our earthly prob- 
lems in the world wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness. What a glorious anticipation! 


Let us read our Bibles and take God into 
consideration as the source of all blessings tem- 
poral and eternal. Let us read His promises that 
He directs about preparing a place for us and de- 
creeing that His children will be with Him for- 
ever. The Holy Spirit said to Paul that heaven 
will be far better than it is here. This is Christ’s 
guarantee and we take it by faith and praise Him 
that He is “the God of hope” that has made 
us an heir “to an inheritance that is incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away, re- 
served in heaven for you, who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation 


ready to be revealed in the last time.” (I Peter 
1:4-5) . 


And then think of the Book of Revelation: 
The whole book is about “the last things” — 
the things which lie beyond this life, giving 
us intimations of the glorious day “to which 
all creation moves.” A blessing is pronounced 
upon any who reads, although he can under- 
stand but little. The book is full of mystery and 
no one is competent to give full explanation of 
all of the figures and symbols that God has 
used, but it shows that heaven employs all of 
God's powers for His children to enjoy and that 
His children serve Him day and night with 
fullness of joy and pleasure forever more. 


Christ often spoke of His joy. It is not like 
the happiness that the world gives which is 
the satisfaction of the senses and the absence 
of pain. His joy is the satisfaction one has 
in accomplishing something that is worth while. 
Joy is more than happiness. Christ, “for the 
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joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.” His joy was His 
reward for becoming the Redeemer. Redemp- 
tion is His greatest work and His joy is His 
supreme joy. And He promises to share His 
joy with us that our “joy may be full.” John 
15:11. The deepest joy, perpetual joy, the joy 
of salvation by Christ is the highest note in 
heaven. 


Heaven will never grow dull. It is God’s great 
day of rejoicing for the victory of His Son over 
evil and the triumph of righteousness over wrath 
and sin. It is a day when His children shall 
“come with crowns and everlasting joy upon 
their heads,” and when they shall crown Christ 
Lord of all, and “we shall be a royal diadem” 
in the hand of our Lord. Our Lord gives us 
back our dear ones. This is what we yearn for 
and we receive it all by faith which receives 
Christ and the benefits of His redemption. How 
can anyone fail to give Him all that we are 
and have? 


SAFE... 
GENEROUS... 
ASSURED ... 
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The Report of the Christian Relations Council to the Last 
General Assembly on the Koinonia Farm Was False 


According to the Findings and Report of a Grand Jury 


By Paul D. Hastings 


The most unnecessary and disturbing element 
in our Church today is the Council of Christian 
Relations, an agency under our Board of Church, 
Extension. The radical pronouncements of this 
Council during the past several years on polit- 
ical, economic and social questions have caused 
such bitterness among the membership of the 
Church that many churches are withholding 
their gifts to the Board of Church Extension 
until this agency is abolished. 


The fact that the Council of Christian Rela- 
tions is a propaganda mouthpiece, for radical 
individuals and groups outside of our Church, 
who are attempting to use the prestige and in- 
fluence of our General Assembly to promote 
their causes and programs, was clearly shown 
last year when the Fund for the Republic gave 
this agency a gift of $15,000 “for educational 
work in racial and cultural relations” along 
the lines promoted by this tax-exempt Founda- 
tion, which is complete integration of the races 
in the community, schools and the churches. 
The Fund for the Republic has given over 
$1,000,000 to the NAACP and other race mixing 
organizations to accomplish this purpose. 


Congressman Francis E. Walters, Chairman 
of the House Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee, in announcing an investigation of the Fund 
for the Republic’s activities commented as fol- 
lows: “Walters said the Fund has maintained 
that the Communist party is a political group 
and has criticized Congress for branding it 
part of an international conspiracy. It is in- 
conceivable,” Walters told newsmen, “that the 
heads of such an organization could be so naive 
as to believe that the Communist party is a 
political party in the usual sense of the word.” 
It has also been denounced by other congres- 
sional committees. 


The American Legion has criticized the ac- 
tivities of the Fund for the Republic for a num- 
ber of years as an enemy of our country. An 
AP news release of February 4, 1956, stated, 
“National Commander J. Addington Wagner 
of the American Legion said to night that some 
activities of the Fund for the Republic have 
the “exact opposite effect” of promoting under- 
standing of the Constitution. We know enough 
to realize that one doesn’t defend the Constitu- 
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tion and the Bill of Rights by stating publicly, 
as Robert Hutchins; chairman of the Fund, re- 
portedly has stated, that a Communist should 
be given a job (in the government) for which 
he is technically qualified.” 


All of the necessary evidence needed by the 
members of our Church to see that the Fund 
for the Republic is being well repaid for their 
gift to the Christian Relations Council, is con- 
tained in the report which the Council made 
to the recent General Assembly called “Freedom 
— The Christian Concept.” Although the en- 
tire report is full of pious statements about 
social, political and economic matters which the 
Church has no business making authoritative 
statements about, to illustrate this point, that 
our Church is being used by outside radicals 
and crusaders, I want to present to you what the 
Council had to say about the Koinonia Farm 
near Americus, Ga., which is one of the most 
radical and controversial experiments in Amer- 
ica today. 


The following is from the Christian Relations 
Council’s report to the General Assembly: 


“Within the bounds of our own Assembly 
there exists a flagrant violation of the right to 
worship. Members of the Koinonia community 
near Americus, Georgia, state that their com- 
munal life is not primarily a social or agricul- 
tural experiment but an experience in worship. 
They have professed their allegiance to this 
nation, they have denied affiliation in any sub- 
versive party, they have violated no laws, they 
have been model citizens, and have made a sig- 
nificant contribution to farming techniques in 
this area. Yet because their experiment knows 
no barrier of color they are treated as enemies 
of society. Their property has been strafed, 
dynamited, and burned; their children maligned, 
their lives jeopardized. Even worse, many re- 
spectable citizens of the community have joined 
in an economic boycott designed to destroy their 
financial stability and drive them to ruin. The 
General Assembly would call the attention of 
Protestants in Americus to the danger of trying 
to destroy those who dare to live by their Chris- 
tian convictions, even though they may differ 
from them in their opinions. If these perse- 
cutors persist, then let them now appoint their 
children who shall some day build the sepul- 
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chers to the prophets they have stoned.” (End 
of Council’s report.) 


The following unanimous report of a twenty- 
three man Grand Jury in their finding of facts 
and conclusions indicate that the statements in 
the Christian Relations report above are not 
only misleading but untrue. 


GRAND JURY PRESENTMENTS. 


We, the grand jury for the November Term 
1956 of Sumter Superior Court have com- 
pleted our work for this term of court and 
wish to submit the following presentments: 


During our deliberation we returned three 
true bills. 


It was brought to our attention from vari- 
ous sources that acts of violence were being 
perpetrated within the County and various 
forms of publicity have been circulated 
throughout the nation which are detrimental 
to the good name of Sumter County and its 
citizens. We have made an investigation of 
the reported violence and find that said re- 
ported violence is centered around and con- 
nected with what is known as Koinonia Farm 
Inc. Our investigation of this reported vio- 
lence has been thorough and exhaustive. We 
have had before us witnesses, including of- 
ficers, members of this corporation, their 
visitors and temporary residents, the records 
of said corporation, as well as physical evi- 
dence, in connection with this investigation. 


IN THE LIGHT OF THE ABOVE 
FACTS AND OTHER FACTS DISCLOSED 
TO THIS GRAND JURY, WE ARE IM- 
PELLED TO SUBMIT TO THE PUBLIC 
THE FOLLOWING UNANIMOUS CON- 
CLUSIONS BASED UPON SAID FACTS: 


(a) WE FIND that the only person or 
persons who have profited by the reported 
violence at Koinonia Farm Inc., is Koinonia 
Farm Inc., and the weight of evidence strong- 
ly indicated the alleged acts of violence are 
coming from within the farm itself, as we 
have been unable to connect in any way 
any outside person with any of said alleged 
acts. The acts of reported violence have been 
greatly exaggerated and used as propaganda 
for public consumption circulated through 
its questionable mailing list and other press 
agencies, for its own pecuniary gain and 
profit. 


(b) WE FIND Koinonia Farm Inc. while 
purporting to be a religious organization, is 
in fact a corporation which prefers to use 
the name Koinonia community (or Koinonia 
Farm) in its dealing with the outside public. 
It has no affiliation with any Church or re- 
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ligious group of any nature and while they 
are chartered as a Christian organization, 
we find its claim to Christianity is sheer win- 
dow dressing and its practice of Christianity 
has no precedent in the religious annals of 
the United States. The manner in which 
Clarence L. Jordan testified before this Grand 
Jury under oath, his failure to answer ques- 
tions, his complete lack of cooperation, his 
general resentment and attitude toward this 
inquiry, the utter improbability of the truth 
of some of his sworn testimony and the sworn 
testimony of other members of Koinonia 
Farm Inc. render doubtful his honesty, in- 
tegrity and good faith. Likewise, we have 
had to discard as untrue some testimony he 
gave to this grand jury under oath, as we 
could not believe it. 


(c) WE FIND from an investigation of 
its financial status that Koinonia Farm Inc. 
and its members do not pay any individual 
or corporation income tax to the Federal or 
State Governments. The sworn testimony dis- 
closed that the corporation does business with 
only two banks, to-wit Citizens Trust Com- 
pany, Atlanta, Georgia, and Citizens Bank 
of Americus. The corporation’s records show 
$1600.92 in the Citizens Trust Company, At- 
lanta, Georgia, and only a very small check- 
ing account in the Citizens Bank of Americus. 


We further find the records of Koinonia 
Farm Inc. show a profit of over $11,000.00 
made in 1956; before the reported violence 
began Koinonia Farm Inc.’s roadside market 
was doing a yearly business of approximately 
$7,000.00 and after said reported violence 
started its monthly sales and mail orders 
from said roadside market increased to over 
$7,000.00 PER MONTH. This shows an in- 
crease of TWELVE TIMES its business prior 
to the alleged acts of violence. We find the 
provision in the charter which designated 
it as a religious organization and the pro- 
vision in its charter which designated it as 
a non-profit corporation are equally mislead- 
ing, false and fraudulent and, under the 
shelter of a charter designating it as a non- 
profit corporation, certain individuals are 
amassing to themselves enormous profits. 


(d) WE FURTHER find from the records 
of Koinonia Farm Inc. that since the acts of 
reported violence began, which was in July 
1956, Koinonia Farm Inc. has received over 
$14,500.00 in gifts during the remainder of 
the year 1956. We further find from the 
records of Koinonia Farm Inc. that said cor- 
poration has received since January 1, 1957 to 
March 26, 1957 the sum of $12,938.27 as gifts 
and donations which is in addition to the in- 
come of the farm and mail order business. 
There is great disparity between the amounts 
of money known to have come into the cor- 
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poration and the amounts of money reflected 
in the two bank balances. 


(e) IT APPEARS that the only substantial 
damage inflicted upon Koinonia Farm Inc. 
amounted to approximately $7,000.00. Said 
corporation has received some money from 
an insurance company and has a_ further 
claim which has been placed in the hands of 
said corporation’s attorney for collection. If 
Koinonia Farm Inc. is unable to collect this 
claim, said corporation has still made a profit 
as a result of said reported violence of over 
$20,000.00 in gifts alone. Koinonia Farm Inc. 
has received the sum of $27,516.98 in gifts 
and donations since the reported acts of 
violence began. Of course this Grand Jury 
has no way of knowing whether said amount 
of $27,516.98 constitutes all of the money that 
said corporation has received as gifts and do- 
nations but said corporation’s own record 
shows said amount. 


(f) WE FEEL that the Americus & Sumter 
County Ministerial Association should be 
mildly rebuked for taking ill-considered ac- 
tion which did reflect discredit upon our 
county and its people without making suf- 
ficient effort to ascertain the facts and with- 
out bringing more deliberation to bear upon 
the results of such hasty action. We believe 
it fair to state that neither the pastor of the 
First Methodist Church of Americus, the pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church of Americus, 
nor the pastor of the Central Baptist Church 
of Americus participated in this action, and 
that many ministers throughout the county 
were not present; and certainly they are ex- 
pressly excluded from any criticism herein. 
This grand jury believes that the people of 
this county are entitled to expect the sincere 
cooperation and helpfulness of those gentle- 
men who constitute the personnel of the Min- 
isterial Association. If they are going to live 
with us they should work with us and, if they 
can’t do us good, they should strive not to 
do us harm. 


(g) THE CORPORATION had pro- 
claimed to the nation its enviable pattern of 
Christian brotherhood maintained in perfect 
consistence with the concept of racial inte- 
gration. However, this grand jury finds that 
the atmosphere prevailing there is not nearly 
so conducive to the well-being of members 
of the Negro race as the corporation would 
want those hostile to the Southern way of 
life to believe. We find the policies of the 
corporation are promulgated by those indi- 
viduals who have reached the third and high- 
est stage of membership. No Negro has 
reached this stage during the entire fourteen 
years of its corporate existence. There are 
three stages of membership, to-wit: the novice, 
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the provisional stage and the full member- 
ship stage. To this date no Negro has got- 
ten beyond the first stage. This Grand Jury 
had before it one of the Negro members of 
the organization. Since his residence at 
Koinonia Farm Inc. his duties have been 
those of a farm laborer in the fields. He 
draws absolutely no compensation in money 
for his labor. He testified that since he had 
been there he has actually received one pair 
of work pants and one pair of shoes. It is 
apparent to the grand jury that those 
Negroes who have united themselves with the 
corporation and its functions in an effort 
to achieve for themselves bi-racial Christian 
brotherhood have rather relegated themselves 
into a status of brain washed peonage, while 
those few members of the white race higher 
up in official personnel enrich themselves at 
the expense of the Negro’s toil. 


(h) WE DEPLORE immeasurably the 
fact that there has been established within 
the boundaries of our good county a haven 
for conscientious objectors, some of whom 
have served terms in the Federal penitentiary 
for their refusal to register under the draft 
law. It is paradoxical indeed that men who 
use every device and contrivance open to 
them to escape the payment of taxes, and who 
readily say under oath they would not take 
up arms in defense of the United States, can 
claim the right so forcibly to have their con- 
stitutional rights strictly protected and safe- 
guarded; and who have no hesitancy in writ- 
ing to the President of the United States to 
demand that good loyal American citizens of 
Sumter County, Georgia, be held to strict 
accountability for the rights of those on whose 
patriotism our country cannot rely under a 
constitution to which they themselves are not 
loyal and have sworn never to take up arms 
to defend. It is a haven under the sworn 
testimony where any known Communist in 
the United States is a welcome guest. They 
do not hesitate to swear they have no objec- 
tion to any business dealings with a known 
Communist or group of Communists. We do 
not hesitate to say there is a strong filial con- 
nection between Koinonia Farm Inc. and the 
Communist Party and the evidence points 
strongly to the conclusion that they them- 
selves may be actual members thereof. 


(i) WE THE GRAND JURY conclude 
that the reported violence at Koinonia Farm, 
Inc. can and will be stopped when Koinonia 
Farm Inc. sees fit to stop such violence. 

This the 5th day of April, 1957 


Respectfully submitted 


Tommy Hooks, III 
FOREMAN CLERK 
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GEORGIA — Sumter County: 


The within Presentments are hereby re- 
ceived, ordered filed and published as re- 
quested. 


This the 6th day of April 1957. Judge of 
the Superior Courts Southwestern Judicial 
Circuit. 

Cleveland Rees 


During the past several years, numerous over- 
tures from Synod and Presbyteries have been 
sent to our General Assembly asking that the 
Council on Christian Relations be abolished, 
but the “ecclesiastical machine” which controls 
our General Assembly refused to do so. 


After this year’s Council’s Report to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, the First Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Mississippi, and numerous other 
churches took official action to stop any more 
funds from their church going to the Board of 
Church Extension until the Council on Chris- 
tian Relations is abolished. In the light of the 
above information and facts, hasn’t the time 
come for every other church in our denomina- 
tion to take this same action? 





The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 
By J. V. N. Talmage, B.E. 
Chapter 7 THE FLOOD 


The geophysical laws which governed the 
FLOOD are exactly the same as those which 
governed the LONG DAY of Joshua, therefore 
before the minor phenomena of the latter we 
must understand the terrible events connected 
with the former. Moreover after the FLOOD 
was over one of the promises of God to Noah 
was that in the future the sequence of day and 
night should not cease. This compels us to 
speculate that during the FLOOD, and at times 
before, the orderly arrangement of day and 
night had been interfered with. 


Any thinking man who carefully reads the 
story of the FLOOD in the Bible with any 
degree of faith in God’s Word will be impressed 
with the potential importance of this account 
in future studies of science and history and 
theology. Actually only a small fraction of its 
great importance can be guessed by the casual 
reader, and in these short chapters only a few 
vital features of the FLOOD story can be even 
touched upon. 


1. It is most important in the writer’s estima- 
tion to realize that the FLOOD story was 
originally a contemporaneously written docu- 
ment. Excavations have shown that writing was 
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known some time before the FLOOD, and that 
Noah must have been educated. Those who 
cannot explain the FLOOD scientifically will 
deny this, and thus be able to call it a myth. 


2. Consequently the Biblical account is older 
and far superior and more accurate than the 
legends of the nations distorted by oral tradi- 
tion and political expediency. Naturally those 
who do not believe the Bible claim the ethic 
legends are the most reliable. 

3. It is surprising how many otherwise scien- 
tific men adopt the unscientific procedure of 
declaring that the Bible account means some- 
thing entirely different from the obvious intent 
of the text. Dare we take liberty with the Bible 
which we would not take with papers of other 
scientists? 

4. On the other hand the Bible account is 
very old and one must have an open mind to 
legitimate interpretation, especially in regard 
to universal expressions. There are of course 
possibilities of textual errors as in the rest of 
the Bible, but these do not usually affect the 
message of the text to any extent. As long as 
we are dwelling on the spiritual import of the 
story, slight mistakes in picturing the FLOOD 
are of little importance, but when we use the 
FLOOD as scientific evidence we cannot use 
uncertain details. One thing is certain, when 
we find the true scientific explanation of the 
FLOOD, men will marvel at the accuracy of its 
transmission through nearly seven milleniums. 

5. One very common mistake by both con- 
servatives and liberals has been to claim that 
the silt deposited on the mound of Ur was 
left by the FLOOD of Noah. The former claim 
it as proof of the FLOOD, the latter as proof 
that the Biblical FLOOD was only a river in- 
undation. Examination of the silt shows that 
it was due to waters ponded by high sea level, 
and must be dated 2000 years or more before 
the true FLOOD. 

6. When a distinguished Old Testament 

scholar announces that he cannot find any traces 
of the FLOOD, the most casual examination will 
show that his technique is wrong, mainly be- 
cause of over-specialization in his own field and 
limited knowledge of pertinent sciences. 
7. The FLOOD was part of worldwide series 
of catastrophies, and while the writer can give 
a general scientific explanation of the FLOOD, 
there are still many problems to be solved in 
various localities. 

8. One of the most deceptive difficulties in 
studying the FLOOD is that prehistorians have 
greatly misdated events contemporary with the 
FLOOD in order to prove some form of evolu- 
tion. When dated according to real facts, the 
discoveries of prehistorians explain not only the 
FLOOD but also the cause of the glacial ages 
and the LONG DAY. 

9. The FLOOD marked the end of the ice 
ages. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 22 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Daniel, Steadfast In Crises 


Background Scripture: Daniel 1-6 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 5:6-11 


It is in a time of crisis that a man’s character is tested. As long as the weather is calm almost any 
sort of ship can sail the seas, but when the storm comes only the strong ones stay afloat. ‘The storm 


will also test the characters of those on board. 


I read a story once in which the “yellow streak” in 


one man’s character was clearly revealed when there was a shipwreck, while another man _ proved 
himself a hero. Most men are tested at one time or another. Some have a great many “crises.”” Daniel 


belonged to the latter class. In every crisis he 
was steadfast: loyal to his conscience, and loyal 
to his God. 


In I Peter 5:9 the expression is used, “stead- 
fast in the faith.” Faith makes us able to be 
steadfast. Daniel was a man of great faith and 
courage, as we see him meet the crises of his 
career. Daniel and his three friends were among 
the choicest young men who had been carried 
captive by Nebuchadnezzar, “children of Israel, 
and of the king’s seed, and of the princes.” 
He was a “prince,” not merely in name, but in 
his princely behavior and heroism. 


I. The First Crisis: His Purpose not to defile 
himself: Chapter 1. 


He was but a youth when he met this first 
crisis. In accord with his policy Nebuchadnez- 
zar gave orders that the best and most promis- 
ing of the young men—those who were without 
blemish, and well-favored, and skillful in all 
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and under- 
standing science, and such as had ability—were 
to be taught the learning and tongue of the 
Chaldeans. The king appointed them a daily 
provision of the king’s meat and of the wine 
which he drank. 


There were two or three good reasons why 
Daniel purposed in his heart that he would 
not defile himself with the meat and wine of 
the king. It had probably been offered to some 
idol. Some of it included “unclean” meat, 
which a Jew could not eat. Then, this rich and 
unwholesome food was not good for anyone 
to eat. Gluttony and drunkenness are destruc- 
tive to health. Daniel knew that a simple vege- 
table diet was far better for him in every way. 


He carried out his purpose in a most tactful 
and courteous manner. He requested Melzar 
(the steward) that he would prove them for 
ten days, and then examine them. The test 
showed that at the end of ten days their coun- 
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tenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than 
the others, who ate the provisions of the king. 
God added His blessing by giving them knowl- 
edge and skill in all learning and wisdom, so 
that they were “ten times better than all the 
magicians and astrologers that were in the 
realm.” Daniel knew that simple sober living 
made for better physical and mental develop- 
ment. In the case of these men it also meant 
spiritual growth and power for they had re- 
sisted a great temptation and remained loyal 
to God. 


I wonder if a lot of our confused thinking 
today and physical breakdowns is not due to 
our cocktail parties and our indulgence in all 
sorts of narcotics, strong drink, stimulants and 
unwholesome food. It is still true that simple 
living and clear thinking go together. Our 
bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit. To 
injure these bodies is a sin. Let us be careful 
as to our food and drink. Let us purpose in 
our hearts that we will not defile ourselves 
with food and drink which a Christian should 
refuse. 


II. Second Crisis: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream: 
Chapter 2. 


This chapter reveals the character of the king 
as well as the character of Daniel. Nebuchad- 
nezzar was a queer mixture. In some ways he 
was “that head of gold,” a very able monarch. 
He was despotic, high-tempered, cruel, erratic, 
and unreasonable. At times he says some won- 
derful things about the Living and True God 
(see Ch. 4:34,35, where he blesses and praises 
the Most High). He was tremendously moved 
by the incident in chapter three and what he 
saw in the fiery furnace. He was world-con- 
queror and a great builder and yet spent seven 
years in the field eating grass like an ox. 

He dreamed a dream and could not remem 
ber it. In his characteristic way he demanded 
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of the wise men of Babylon that they tell him 
what he dreamed and give the interpretation. 
If they could not do this, then they would be 
cut in pieces and their houses destroyed. They 
tried to reason with him, but he charged them 
with lying and deception and refused to change 
his demand. When they sought Daniel and his 
friends to destroy them, he asked for time, and 
making the thing known to his three friends, 
united with them in prayer to God. Then 
was the secret revealed to Daniel. He praised 
God for the answer to this prayer, and then 
proceeded to make known to Nebuchadnezzar 
his dream and also the interpretation, being 
careful to make it plain to the king that it was 
God who had revealed the dream and interpre- 
tation to him. 

This is one of the great visions of the Bible 
and portrays in a most graphic way the history 
of the coming World Empires down to the com- 
ing of the kingdom of Christ under the figure 
of a stone cut out, which finally filled the whole 
earth. This prophetic vision is repeated under 
the symbols of “beasts” in chapter seven; this 
time to Daniel himself. (Be sure and read care- 
fully the vision and its interpretation. We are 
living in the days spoken of in the last part of 
the dream.) Daniel and his three friends are 
exalted to places of authority, Daniel being 
made “ruler” 


III. A Crisis for his three friends: Chapter 3. 

This chapter which tells of the image of gold 
and the fiery furnace and the heroism of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is not a test 
for Daniel, but makes us wonder why Daniel 
was not involved. The simplest explanation, 
and obvious one, is that he was not there at 
the time, but away on some important mission. 
IV. Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Dream and 

Testimony: Chapter 4. 

This was. not exactly a “crisis” for Daniel, 
but gives him the opportunity of interpreting 
a second dream for the king. The other wise 
men could not tell the king what it meant, 
so at last Daniel came in and the king told 
him his dream. This time Daniel was reluctant 
about revealing the interpretation, for Nebu- 
chadnezzar was to have a most humiliating ex- 
perience as represented by the flourishing tree 
that was cut down, only the stump remaining. 
The figure changes in verse 16: “Let his heart 
be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart 
be given unto him; and let seven times pass 
over him.” Daniel told the king very plainly 
that he was the flourishing tree which should 
be cut down, and that he would be driven from 
men and live like a beast of the field. At the 
end of this period he would be restored to 
his throne. It is after this very sad experience 
that the king praises and honors the True God. 
This testimony makes us hope that after his 


reason returned he became a real worshipper 
of God. 
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V. Third Crisis: Belshazzar and the Handwrit- 
ing on the Wall: Chapter 5. 

Belshazzar made a great feast and command- 
ed to bring the golden and silver vessels which 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
that the king and those with him might drink 
wine from them. While they were in the midst 
of this sacrilegious and drunken spree the fin- 
gers of a man’s hand were seen writing on the 
wall. When the king saw it his knees smote 
one against another. He called for all the wise 
men but they could not tell him the meaning 
of the words. The queen told him about Daniel. 

He was brought in and told the terror-stricken 

monarch that God had numbered his kingdom 

and finished it; that he was “weighed in the 

balances, and art found wanting,” and that his : 

kingdom was to be divided and given to the t 

Medes and Persians. Daniel was richly reward- 

ed and honored and that same night Belshazzar 

was slain and Darius the Median took the king- 

dom. 

VI. Fourth Crisis: Daniel in the Lion’s Den: ' 
Chapter 6. 

Darius organized his kingdom into 120 prov- 
inces and over these provinces he had three 
“presidents” and over these Daniel was distin- 
guished above the others. These other presi- 
dents and princes were naturally jealous of 
him and sought to find something whereby 
they might accuse him before the king. They 
soon saw that there was only one thing of 
which they might take advantage and that was 
Daniel’s relation to God. So they set a trap 
for him. They went to Darius and asked him 
to make a decree that anyone who should ask 
a petition of God or man for thirty days, “save 
of thee, O king”, should be cast into the den 
of lions. Darius signed the decree. “Now when 
Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house; and his windows being 
open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as 
he did aforetime.” Would you and I have been 
tempted to close the windows and pull down 
the shades? 

His enemies were eagerly watching and re- 
ported the matter to the king. He was sore 
displeased with himself and tried to think of 
some way to save Daniel. The presidents and 
princes reminded him that no law of the king 
could be changed. So he commanded that Daniel 
be cast into the den of lions, saying to him, 

“Thy God whom thou servest continually, he 
will deliver thee.” Darius passed a sleepless and 
miserable night, and rising up early, went to 
see what had happened. He heard the voice of 
his counsellor and friend as he said, “My God 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths.” Daniel was taken out and the men 
who accused him were cast into the den and 
completely devoured by the hungry lions. s 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 22 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Glorifying God In Your Calling’ 


Scripture: Matthew 16:24-27 
Suggested Hymns: 
“I Gave My Life For Thee” 
“A Charge To Keep I Have” 
“Where He Leads Me I Will Follow” 


(An effective way to present this idea would 
be to invite your minister or some other dedi- 
cated Christian to speak to your group, chal- 
lenging them to devote their lives to seeking 
and doing the will of God.) 


Program Leader: 

A truth we often overlook is that every Chris- 
tian is called to be a full-time servant of the 
Lord. Many people seem to have this idea about 
the call of the Lord: “God has not laid His hand 
on me to be a minister or a missionary, there- 
fore am free to do with my life as I please.” 
Don’t believe one word of it! God calls people 
to other employments just as surely as He calls 
ministers and missionaries. He has a specific 
plan for every Christian, and He will surely 
make His will known to those who seek it. 
When a person knows God’s plan for his life, 
that is his calling. 


When we speak of a calling, we have in 
mind a kind of work. Of course, it is also true 
that the Lord calls us to serve Him in what 
we call the everyday incidentals of life. Really, 
though, nothing is unimportant or incidental 
to God. We glorify God by doing His will in 
our day by day living, as we discovered in the 
program last week. We also glorify God by fol- 
lowing His plan for our lives with respect to 
the type of work we do. We cannot glorify 
Him, and we cannot enjoy the fullness of His 
blessings apart from His plan for our lives. 


First Speaker: 

How can we know what is God’s will, His 
plan, for our lives? We know that He does not 
send us some direct communication like a tele- 
gram. Finding out the Lord’s calling has been 
a slow and painful process for many people. 
When it is slow and painful, you can be sure 


that the fault is with the people and not with 
the Lord. 
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One of our Presbyterian missionaries has ex- 
pressed the matter very clearly, saying, ““To hear 
the call of the Lord, you must stay in calling 
distance.” Some of us may have difficulty in 
hearing the call of the Lord because we are 
not sincerely anxious to hear it. If we would 
know what God would have us do with our 
lives, there must be a very real desire for that 
knowledge. “Everyone that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened.” Living in calling dis- 
tance of the Lord also means that we must be 
close to Him through our devotional life. God 
speaks to us through the Scriptures, and we 
commune with Him through prayer. The per- 
son who neglects these vital practices is likely 
to drift out of calling distance. If we would 
know of the Lord’s master plan for our lives, 
then we must show our willingness to obey 
Him in our everyday conduct. His will is 
already clearly revealed concerning our daily 
thoughts, words, and deeds. If we follow His 
will in these things, we shall have our spiritual 
ears sharpened to hear His call for our life 
work. 


Second Speaker: 

Every Christian needs to understand that the 
Lord does not reveal His plan for our lives 
merely to satisfy our curiosity as to what it 
might be. It may be for the sake of curiosity 
that a man goes into a real estate office to 
inquire about the plan and the price of a cer- 
tain home that interests him. The fact that 
he inquires does not obligate him to purchase 
the home, but with God it is different. When 
we ask to see His plan for our lives, there must 
be the willingness on our part to follow that 
plan. We cannot declare “no sale” when His 
plan does not suit us in every detail. Some will 
say this is unreasonable. It would be unreason- 
able, if it were a transaction between man and 
man, but this transaction is between God and 
man, and is therefore perfectly reasonable. Our 
faith in the wisdom and love of God is thor- 
oughly justified. We can yield our lives to His 
will knowing that whatever He plans for us will 
be good. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 


things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.” 
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Program Leader: 

If we would fully glorify and enjoy the Lord 
God, we must seek and do His will in all things. 
We must walk according to the light we have, 
and seek more from day to day. If we sincerely 
desire to know what the Lord would have us do 
with our lives, and if we are willing to follow 
His leadership, He will surely make known His 
plan for our lives. Let us make this a time of 


rededication to more earnest seeking of His 
will and to renewed willingness to follow. (You 
may want to ask the young people to indicate 
their rededication by raising their hands, or 
standing, or coming to the front of the room.) 


Prayer of Rededication 
Hymn: 
“Take My Life, And Let It Be Consecrated” 








NEWS CHURCHES 


Coun AAU 








STATED CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 


The Stated Clerks’ Association of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., held its annual meeting at 
Montreat, N. C., August 15-16, with the President, 
E. A. Dean, Stated Clerk of the synod of Texas 
presiding. A fine program was presented under 
the leadership of O. H. Kirkland, Dallas, Texas; 
and Drs. E. C. Scott and Archie C. Smith, of 
Atlanta, Georgia. A workshop for the experienced 
clerks was held under the leadership of the Rev. 
Fred Hopkins, Stated Clerk of Bethel Presbytery, 
S. C.; and another for less experienced clerks, un- 
der the leadership of the Rev. N. L. Dennis, Stated 
Clerk of Hanover Presbytery, Virginia. New offi- 
cers include, the Rev. Dr. Harold J. Dudley, Presi- 
dent, Stated Clerk of the Synod of North Carolina; 
the Rev. Sam P. Riccobene, Vice-President, Stated 
Clerk of Mangum Presbytery, Okla., and the Rev. 
Robert C. Pooley, Jr., Sec.-Treas., Stated Clerk of 
Cherokee Presbytery, Georgia. The 1958 meeting 
of the Association will be held at Montreat, at the 
close of the Church Extension Conference. 





CUBA 


Cardenas — The first conference ever held for 
Directors of Presbyterian Schools in Latin America 
met here in July. Twenty-five delegates from 
seven countries and 20 educational institutions 
were present for the six-day discussion of common 
problems. 


Presbyterian Church, U. S., mission educational 
institutions were represented by Dr. Lawrence C. 
Calhoun and Mr. Jule Spach of Brazil, and a 
delegate from Mexico. 


Meetings were held in Colegio La Progresiva, a 
school which was founded by Dr. R. L. Wharton 
of the Cuba Mission of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., shortly after Cuba won her independence 
from Spain. Today the school has more than 2000 
students, a modern campus, and is under the ad- 
ministration of Dr. Emileo Rodriguez Busto. 


The conference was organized under the auspices 
of the Presbyterian Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America (P.C.C.L.A.), with the support of 
the Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. About half 
the delegates attending were missionaries, and the 
other half “nationals” — Latin American Presby- 
terians, members of the national churches organized 
as the result of mission work. 


Five topics concerned the conference, with papers 
being prepared in advance on each of the five, 
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then the papers referred to committees for study, 
and revised papers given final action in plenary 
session of the conference. The topics included: 


1) The Reason for the Existence of the Evan- 
gelical School in a Roman Catholic culture; 
2) The Program of Christian Education in an 
Evangelical School; 3) Extracurricular Activities 
in an Evangelical School; 4) Ideal Building for 
an Evangelical School; and 5) The Evangelical 
School and its Relations With the Community. 


The first paper, the reasons for the existence of 
the Evangelical school, was prepared and present- 
ed by Dr. Calhoun, president of Gammon Institute, 
Lavras, Brazil. 


Aside from the discussion of these five specific 
problems, the first conference of Presbyterian edu- 
eators of Latin America brought a number of 
definite benefits, the Southern Presbyterian rep- 
resentatives report. One of these was in the area 
of fellowship. Another was the setting up of a 
committee to carry on the work begun by the 
conference. This committee will seek to strengthen 
the ties binding Presbyterian institutions in Latin 
America, and to make available materials that may 
be useful to all. 


The conference also afforded the delegates an 
opportunity to visit the Presbyterian work in sev- 
eral Cuban cities. Dr. Calhoun reports that dele- 
gates came away impressed with the religious, edu- 
cational and social work being done by Presby- 
terians in Cuba. 


The findings of the conference, after proper 
editing, will be made available for the use of those 
who are interested. 





MEXICO 


Ometepec — Sanatorio de la Amistad, the Pres- 
byterian mission hospital here, received extensive 
damage from the recent Mexican earthquake. 


Hospital of Friendship, still under construction, 
had walls cracked in many places, Mrs. James 
Boyce, wife of the missionary doctor there, re- 
ported. There were no injuries, however, suffered 
by missionary personnel in Ometepec, or in any of 
the other stations in which Presbyterian mission- 
aries are working in Mexico. 


Ometepec, which is located on the last range of 
foothills above the Pacific Ocean coastal plain in 
deep southwest Mexico, is almost directly south 
of Mexico City, and almost in line with Chilpen- 
cingo and other towns most heavily hit by the 
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quake. Sanatorio de la Amistad is the only hos- 
pital or clinic in the whole area, and when com- 
pleted will serve many villages on the coastal plain 
and in the bordering mountains. 


Homes of the missionaries, Dr. and Mrs. Boyce 
and the Rev. and Mrs. John Wood, were also 
extensively damaged by the earthquake, Mrs. Boyce 
a that work was begun immediately to repair 
them. 


“Two bedrooms are dangerous to use,” she says. 
“‘We are sleeping in the dining room. Peggy and 
Jane (two of the Boyce’s five children) are close 
to a badly cracked wall.” 


Repair work on the hospital is also underway. 
Senor Pascoe, the architect who designed the hos- 
pital and aided in its construction, returned im- 
mediately to Ometepec from Mexico City and be- 
gan supervising repairs to the brick and plaster 
one-story building. Damage to the hospital was 
such that Dr. Boyce can no longer use it for seeing 
patients, and is now conducting his clinic in the 
yard, with patients lying on stretchers on the 
ground. Even though the building was incomplete, 
the walls and roof were finished and Dr. Boyce was 
already using part of the building to see the sick 
and injured who are brought to him. 


Mrs. Boyce also reports that the suffering after 
the earthquake was intensified by “two terrible 
tropical storms in which many houses fell down.” 
Rushing water and heavy rains undercut adobe 
houses. “One town was almost completely de- 
stroyed,’”’ Mrs. Boyce states. 





GEORGIA 


Cherokee Presbytery will hold its Stated Fal 
Meeting September 17th at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Cedartown, Georgia. Ruling Elder E. H. 
Anderson, of the LaFayette Presbyterian Church 
will moderate the meeting. 


Sermons will be preached by the Rev. Robert 
Busey, pastor of the Chickamauga Presbyterian 
Church, and retiring moderator; and Candidate 
Ridley Smith, Student Pastor of the Parkview 
Presbyterian Church, Marietta, Georgia. Reports 
will be made by the Executive Committees of 
Christian Education and Church Extension. The 
Rev. Charles Moffatt, host pastor, will present the 
stewardship report, which will feature an address 
by Dr. P. D. Miller, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension, Atlanta, Georgia. 


In addition to the ministers and representatives 
of the churches of Cherokee Presbytery, the Chair- 
man of the Board of Deacons and the Stewardship 
Chairman of the Women of the Church, in each 
church of Presbytery have been invited to attend 
this meeting of Presbytery. 





Decatur — Georgia’s First Presbyterian Church 
building of entirely contemporary design and using 
new cost-saving materials is under construction 
in the rapidly growing suburban area of North 
Decatur. North Decatur Presbyterian Church, of 
which the Rev. Wm. E. Newton is the pastor, ex- 
pects to be into its gleaming new educational build- 
ing by the middle of December. 


The first unit now under construction includes 
many unusual features, including a concave roof 
which will use a plastic “Liquid Envelope” roofing 
of colored, spray-on material that is guaranteed 
for 10 years, and can be patched with a bit more 
spray. The use of this and other revolutionary 
new materials will enable the Decatur congrega- 
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tion to get an unusual amount of space and special 
equipment for its money. The educational unit will 
cost $140,000 for its 12,000 square feet of floor 
space, and it will be completely equipped for air 
conditioning and heating for that price. 


The sanctuary, to be erected later, will feature 
a cost-cutting parabolic arch design, with the floor 
plan in the shape of a cross. It too will have the 
plastic roofing, and the three-story height of the 
parabolic arch at the end will be almost entirely 
filled with a modern stained-glass window facing 
the busy intersection on which the new church is 
located. 


The slogan of the newly organized congrega- 
tion (membership is now 208 communicant mem- 
bers and 119 baptized children) is “A Contem- 
porary Church — Inviting a Contemporary World 
— to the Contemporary Christ.” Mr. Newton ex- 
plains that the eternal Gospel of Christ is always 
contemporary, designed for the Christian of what- 
ever age and epoch. “Christ has told us He will 
be with us always, so there is no doubt that He 
is our contemporary in this day, if we but allow 
Him to be.”’ 


Among the unusual features of the educational 
building now going up is the design of the chapel- 
fellowship hall. It occupies the lower floor of 
the two-story building, and although it is 45 feet 
wide, it has no pillars or supports to break up 
its useful space. The first floor is completely over- 
hung on all sides by the second floor, which ex- 
tends beyond the first floor at the rear, and is at 
ground level itself due to the slope of the ground. 


Modern materials used in the first unit include 
Cemesto panel walls — a highly durable and at- 
tractive material now frequently used in schools, 
and on the second floor walls, permanently painted 
aluminum and glass panels combined in a panel 
wall. 


Stone Mountain granite buttresses are used, 17 
feet apart and extending out beyond the second- 
floor over-hang. 


The chapel-fellowship hall will seat 300 for 
worship services, and 250 for fellowship dinners. 
When the sanctuary is completed, and platform 
removed from the fellowship hall, it will seat 350 
for meals. 


In the second floor, 10 large rectangular class- 
rooms are being provided. These will eventually 
compose the children’s division of the educational 
plant. 


Still another unusual feature of the new church 
will be a free-standing, 76-foot bell tower of steel 
and concrete. It will be illuminated, and located 
adjacent to a reflecting pool. Compared to the 
costs of constructing steeples, at many thousands 
of dollars, this bell tower will be very inexpensive 
— less than $4,000. 


The congregation building the contemporary 
church is itself interesting in that despite being 
primarily made up of a young middle class people, 
most of them with young children, they this year 
pledged an average of $10 per week per family 
toward building expense and regular budget. 


Architects for the church are Barker and Cun- 
ningham of Atlanta. The only other Presbyterian 
building of contemporary design in Georgia is the 
Bremen Presbyterian Chapel which these same 
architects designed and built last year. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








ors 


. 
$= 


i] 


| 


ie 


is 


ig 
e, 
ur 
ly 


in 
1€ 
1e 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — Williams Memorial Presbyterian 
Church here will hold their annual barbecue Sep- 
tember 18, with an estimated 3,000 persons ex- 
pected to attend. 


Serving will begin before noon and continue 
until after dark. 


Proceeds from the barbecue will be used this 
year to send as many delegates as possible to 
the Presbyterian Men’s Convention in Miami, Fla., 
October 10 - 13. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Presbyterian College 


Clinton — Fulbright scholar Oakleigh R. Bush 
has joined the Presbyterian College faculty as 
associate professor of English, President Marshall 
W. Brown announced recently. 


He succeeds Dr. John W. Stevenson, who is leav- 
ing after seven years of service here to teach at 
Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss. 


Bush spent the 1955-56 session as a Fulbright 
teacher in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, and he 
has served for the past year as an assistant pro- 
fessor of English in the University of Maryland 
overseas program. 


The new PC professor also taught English for 
two years at Howard College in Birmingham, Ala. 
(1953-55), for two years at Indiana University 
Center and for one year at Carnegie Institute of 
Technology and at Edinboro State College. 


A native Pennsylvanian, he earned both his A.B. 
(1947) and Master’s (1948) degrees at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, and he has completed most 
of the requirements for his doctorate. He has 
done additional study at New York University, 
Indiana and at the Shakespeare Institute, Strat- 
ford-on-Avon, England. He contributes articles to 
publications in his field and expects to have a 
book published shortly. 


Bush, thus, comes to Presbyterian College with 
a broad background and with main teaching in- 
terests centering on Shakespeare, world literature, 
and contemporary American literature. 


He is single and a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. 





Clinton — Six Presbyterian College seniors com- 
pleted requirements for degrees during the 1957 
summer session which closed recently. 


The registrar’s office announced this group, all 
working toward bachelor of arts degrees: 


Eugene B. Altman of Cherry Grove Beach; Wil- 
liam S. Blanton, Jr., of Albany, Ga.; William F. 
Fleming, Jr., of Lancaster, Pa.; Henry Harvey 
Jackson, Jr., of Washington, Ga.; William Otis 
Moore of Rocky Mount, N. C.; and Robert Charles 
Smith of Cherryville, N. C. 


They will receive their degrees at the college’s 
regular commencement exercises next June. 
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TENNESSEE 
DR. ROBERT KING PASSES 


Knoxville, Tenn. — Dr. Robert King, 73-year-old 
retired Presbyterian minister who had held pastor- 
ates in Tennessee, Virginia, Georgia and South 
tees died August 22 at Presbyterian Hospital 

ere. 


Dr. King, a servant of the Church for nearly 
50 years through his ministry, began his career 
at the First Presbyterian Church in Kingsport, 
Tenn. Later pastorates were in Greenville, S. C., 
Pulaski, Va., Johnson City, Tenn., Montreat, N. C., 
and Augusta, Ga. 


Funeral services were conducted at the First 
Presbyterian Church, Johnson City, with graveside 
services held August 24 at Hollywood Cemetery, 
in Richmond, Va. 


Dr. King is survived by his widow, a son, Robert 
King Jr., of Durham, N. C.; two daughters, Mrs. 
J. A. Mawhinney, Jr., of New York City, and Mrs. 
C. J. Blocher, Wheaton, III. 





TEXAS 


Dallas — A lightning bolt, reported as striking 
with the force of a cannon shell, pulverized the 
18 foot steeple of the John Knox Presbyterian 
Church here, during a pre-dawn thunderstorm, 
Sunday, August 18. 


The lightning bolt struck about three hours be- 
fore Sunday school was to begin, causing an esti- 
mated damage of between $1,000 and $1,500. 
Chunks of the cast rock steeple were knocked 
through the roof and scattered over the church’s 
premises. Water came through the damaged roof 
and soaked parts of the main floor. Portions of 
the electrical system were knocked out, putting 
the electrically-operated sanctuary organ out of 
order. A window air-conditioner in the study of 
the church’s pastor, the Rev. Dwight A. Sharpe, 
was also damaged. 


The damage was discovered by a janitor when 
he arrived to get the church ready for the Sunday 
worship services. 


Services were held as usual despite the damage. 


W. M. Green, an elder in the church whose 
home is not too far from the church site, said 
that one especially large hole in the roof indicated 
that the bolt itself crashed into the building after 
having shattered the steeple. Mr. Green said that 
the steeple held a lightning rod, but that it was 
not grounded. 





Commerce — Guest ministers at the First Church 
during August were the Rev. Claude M. Cluney, 
pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Dr. James P. McCrary, Jr., 
and Dr. D. Campbell Butler. Dr. McCrary is pro- 
fessor of education in the local East Texas State 
College and an ordained Methodist minister, for 
many years an influential worker with youth. Dr. 
Butler is professor of English at the local college 
and with Mrs. Butler served for five years as a 
Presbyterian missionary in China. He is a member 
of Paris Presbytery. Mr. Cluney was ordained by 
Paris Presbytery and holds a Bachelor’s and a Mas- 
ter’s degree from the local college and is a spiritual 
son of the Commerce church, having become a 
member of it in youth. Charter service for the 
church’s young Boy Scout Troop 26 was recently 
held. Don Maness, executive for the NeTSeO Coun- 
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cil, made the presentation in which members of 
the troop and the following adult leaders were rec- 
ognized: Tom R. Young, institutional representa- 
tive; troop committeemen Kenneth Michels, chair- 
man; D. C. Abernathy, Jr., Woodrow L. Kelley, 
Otis K. Moreland, and James K. Ward; and scout 
leaders, Tommie P. Morris and Murray D. Parham. 





VIRGINIA 


Staunton — James W. Jackson, Jr., has taken 
over his duties as the assistant to the president 
of Mary Baldwin College here. 


Jackson, who was formerly associate director of 
alumni and public relations at Davidson College, 
is the son of Dr. and Mrs. James W. Jackson of 
Columbia, S. C. Dr. Jackson has been pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Columbia for 26 
years. 


The new assistant to the President has in the 
past served as sports editor of the Columbia, S. C., 
Record; as promotion manager and sports director 
of a Columbia television station. Recently he was 
a staff announcer for a radio and TV station in 
Charlotte, N. C. 





Delay May Be Fatal 


God’s decrees are final. If we fail to act when 
He speaks, our delay may be fatal. 


A wave of revival once swept over the student 
body of Princeton University, many years ago. One 
of the young men, Aaron Burr, went to the presi- 
dent of the school and asked, “I feel that I should 
accept Christ. What would you advise?” 


The answer came, “Mr. Burr, if I were you, I 
would wait until the excitement of the revival has 
subsided. Then I would think it out carefully.” 


Aaron Burr thought for a minute, then decided, 
“Mr. President, that is exactly what I will do.” 
But never again did the desire to seek the Lord 
return to him. When the “excitement” had sub- 
sided, he forgot all about the striving in his heart 
during the revival, and it is reported that finally 


he died without Christ. 


Friend, while the Spirit of God is still speaking 
to your heart, ask Jesus to save you. Tomorrow 
may be too late. Each time you refuse His sal- 
vation the voice of the Spirit will grow weaker, 
until finally your heart may become so hard that 
you will not hear it at all. Remember that your 
delay may be fatal. Seek the Lord now, while He 
may be found.—Evangel. 





Obscenity Attacked in Britain 


British courts have taken action against pub- 
lishers of obscene literature. —TTwo London pub- 
lishers were sentenced to six months in prison and 
the three publishing houses they direct were fined 
2,000 pounds ($5,600) each. 


The judge who meted out the sentence described 
the books in the case as “debasing stuff which 
sooner or later will drag the whole reading public 
into a veritable cesspool of depravity.” 
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EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


CHARLOTTE,.N. C SPARTANBURG, S. C 
FR 6-1636 2-5067 





People 50 to 80 
Tear Out This Ad 


... and mail it today to find out how 
you can still apply for a $1,000 life 
insurance policy to help take care of 
final expenses without burdening your 
family. 


You handle the entire transaction 
by mail with OLD AMERICAN of 
KANSAS CITY. No obligation. No 
one will call on you! 


Write today, simply giving your 
name, address and age. Mail to Old 
American Ins. Co., 1 West 9th, Dept. 
L921P, Kansas City, Mo. 














how effective 


«IS your 
Sunday School teaching? 


If you feel you're “missing the mark” 
in meeting today’s spiritual needs, 
check these advantages that thou- 
sands of successful teachers reap 
from using Scripture Press All-Bible 
Graded Lessons. 


The whole Bible is your textbook. Les- 
sons are group-graded for each level of 
understanding . . . adaptable in large or 
small schools . . . minimize ‘substitute 
teacher’’ worries. Quarterlies invite 
learning . . . all phases of Sunday School 
hour point toward one teaching goal... 
teacher’s manual offers ‘‘built-in’’ 
teacher training .. pupils are prepared 
for victorious Christian living by apply- 
ing God’s Word to everyday situations. 


Write for complete information and FREE samples 


SCRIPTURE | 


| ___ PRESS 


1825 College Avenue 
Wheaton, Illinois 
4 
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ANIMATED OBJECTS TALK. Clyde Foushee. 
Fleming H. Revell. $2.00. 


The 40 object studies in this volume have been 
tested by the author in his own ministry and can 
be easily adopted by pastors, teachers or other 
youth leaders to their own groups. They are keyed 
to youthful minds and illustrated with easily ob- 
tainable objects. 


=== 








THE MAN WHO COULD PREACH. Robert E. 
Keighton. Abingdon. $2.00. 


The author is a teacher of homiletics and here 
he examines the whole experience of preaching 
with wisdom. The seven chapters bring to the man 
who preaches and the man preparing to preach a 
fuller comprehension of his own soul and intellect. 
The author believes that the great preachers are 
those who have changed for the better the lives of 
their hearers. One of the best thoughts in this 
book is that unless God is present in the sermons 
we preach, they cease to be sermons. This volume 
could be quite helpful for preachers and also for 
those who are preparing for the ministry. 





GOD’S WORD TO HIS PEOPLE. Charles D. 
King. Westminster Press. $3.50. 


Dr. King begins by showing that the Christian 
faith has two points of reference—the Bible and 
the church. The word of God and the holy people 
of God are the main themes discussed in this 
volume. In Christian history he says these two 
points of reference are often made to be in tension 
with each other and sometimes one is stressed to 
the neglect of the other. The purpose of this book 
is to relate the two points of reference in such a 
way that each may be seen to reflect the other and 
support the other and to make possible the under- 
standing of the other. The church he says is rooted 
in the Bible and yet the Bible is a product of the 
church ’s life. Neither has its full meaning unless 
its roots in the other are appreciated. When a 
church understands itself in the light of the Bible 
picture of God, man’s problem and Israel’s destiny, 
then the church can appreciate its own role as the 
holy people of God bearing witness in history age 
after age to God’s righteous purpose, most holy 
judgment, and most loving redemption. 





BODY AND SOUL. D. R. G. Owen. Westminster 
Press. $3.75. 


The author of this volume presents the Biblical 
view of man. Turning to the book of Genesis he 
shows that matter was created by God for a pur- 
pose and thus matter must in general be good. 
Man made in the image of God is constantly 
tempted to act as if he were God. 


Here is an interesting study of the nature and 
destiny of man, especially the Biblical view as 
given in the three great doctrines—man’s creation 
and fall, man’s redemption, and the doctrine of 
“last things.” The reader is led to see that for a 
true understanding of man we must know the 
Bible. The Bible speaks authoritatively upon man’s 
nature and destiny. Conservative theologians will 
not follow the author in all of his interpretations 
but will find his utterances stimulating. 
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ONE VOLUME NEW TESTAMENT COM- 
MENTARY. John Wesley, Adam Clarke, Matthew 
Henry, and others. Baker Book House. $5.95. 


This is a commentary designed to fit the needs 
of the lay worker as well as the preacher of the 
gospel. Here is a happy combination of exposition, 
doctrinal comment and practical application. Every 
verse in the New Testament is treated with lucid 
comment. This commentary should be useful to 
preachers, Sunday School teachers and laymen who 
desire to understand and apply the New Testament 
in all of life’s situations. 





THE IMPROVED FUNERAL MANUAL. William 
H. Leach. Baker Book House. $2.00. 


This funeral manual has been compiled by the 
editor of Church Management. His aim is to help 
the clergyman to be of greater service in the hour 
of death. Dr. Leach here places in the hands of 
the minister materials which are needed in planning 
the funeral and for the orderly and effective con- 
duct of the service. 





THE BIBLE. John Stirling. William Collins 
Sons & Co. $3.00. 


The text of this Bible is the authorized version 
and it contains the Old and New Testaments un- 
altered and unabridged. The hundreds of illus- 
trations specially drawn by Horace Knowles are 
on a new principle. Instead of the old type of 
story book pictures they provide a multitude of 
visual aids for the reader to help in making the 
text real to him. These include the landscapes 
and cities, the plants, animals and birds and the 
everyday objects like pots and coins which are 
associated with the Bible stories. There are also 
indications of date and pictorial symbols of dis- 
tances traveled and of the nations — Egyptians, 
Philistines, Assyrians, Babylonians — who appear 
on the Biblical scene, as well as numerous simple 
maps placed in the text wherever they are needed. 


The binding of this edition — blue buckram, 
handsomely lettered in gold with colored top and 
marked — makes it as attractive in outside ap- 


pearance as it is in content. 





CHORAL READINGS FOR JUNIOR WORSHIP 
AND INSPIRATION. Harry J. Heltman and Helen 
A. Brown. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


This volume is edited for direct appeal to boys 
and girls 9, 10 and 11 years of age. Not only will 
the materials included in this work be found to 
lend enrichment to the worship services of these 
people but further frequent use of them will great- 
ly enhance the purposes of the Christian Education 
programs. 


Choral reading as it is presented here is a 
medium of self expression to which every individual 
in any group can take an active part and this 
without any special talent for doing it. 





WHEN WE TEACH PRIMARY CHILDREN. 
Marjorie Haynes. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


This is a primary guidance manual. Teachers 
and parents and all who work with the primary- 
age child will find within these pages some in- 
spiration and help to strive to continue growing 
as mature Christian adults. This book is not ex- 
haustive in its treatment of the subject, but it 
does deal with the basic elements for teachers of 
children to give week by week. 
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COLLEGE GRADUATES of 1961 


Bigger and bigger grows this floodtide of students entering the 
colleges and universities of the United States. The freshmen of 1957 
will be 1961's graduates. 


In 1850 


11,900 students 
In 1900 





238,000 students 

In 1955 
2,500,000 students 

In 1957 
3,000,000 students 























What happens to this country depends upon the quality and con- 
tent of our college education. 


It is the obligation of all Presbyterians to keep their colleges quality 
institutions—quality students, quality faculty, quality program, quality 
facilities—with adequate financing. Such colleges can help determine 
the content and the direction of higher education. 


SENIOR COLLEGES JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Agnes Scott King Lees Junior 
Arkansas Mary Baldwin Lees-McRae 
Austin Montreat Mitchell 
Belhaven Presbyterian 
Centre Queens Peace 
ae gg d Elkins Southwestern eenrennee pene 
Flora Macdonald Stillman Schreiner Institute 
Hampden-Sydney Westminster School of the Ozarks 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF THE SOUTH 


Hunter B. BuakELy, Secretary 
Box 1176 Richmond 9, Virginia 
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Attention Budget Committees: 


Here is MUCH BROADER COVERAGE 


and a maximum of $7,500 per 
person in benefits for your pastor 
and fulltime lay employees — 
through the NEW Presbyterian 
Major Medical Plan... 


$6,740 MORE in Medical Expenses than 
in old plan — PLUS THIS BROADER 
COVERAGE— 


® Physician 
Anesthetist 
Diagnostic X-Ray 
Laboratory Examinations 
Private Nursing 
Physiotherapist, radium therapy 
Drugs, Medicines 


Other medical expenses incurred 
outside of the hospital 


(Previous coverage was for hospital and surgical 
expenses only—New plan does not require that 
one be hospitalized, or totally disabled.) 


New Major Medical program pays benefits 
equal to 75% of covered medical expenses in 
excess of annual “deductible amount.” 


MATERNITY CASES: Plan provides up to $150 
for hospital and obstetrical charges (In certain 
complicated cases additional benefits are ob- 
tainable). No deductible clause. 





No Physical Exam Required in January 


In January of each year, churches may 
apply without physical exam of minister or 
lay employees being required. 











Life Insurance Program remains the same 


BOARD or ANNUITIES 
& RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
Chas. J. Currie Executive Secretary 
341-C Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


PHOTO BY H. ARMSTRONG ROBERTS 
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